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Report Highlights: 
Bosnia and Herzegovina Biotech Institute is for the first time conducting research on 
presence of (GMOs) in BiH.  The main idea is to answer the question “are we eating GMOs in 
Bosnia and Herzegovina or not”.  A one-year testing program will include important crops 
grown in the country e.g. corn, potato and wheat.   
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UNCLASSIFIED USDA Foreign Agricultural Service 

The Institute for Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology (INGEB) in Sarajevo, 
Bosnia and Herzegovina (BiH) is for the first time conducting research on wider 
presence of genetically modified organisms (GMOs) in BiH.  Actually, INGEB plans 
to detect if biotech varieties of important agricultural plants such as potato, corn 
and wheat are being grown in the country.  The project's goal is also to set up a 
base for a reference laboratory for GMO detection in the country.  The reasearch 
tends only to prove the presence of GMO while quantities and types of GM 
materials will not be examined because of limited equipment and funds availble.  
This twelve months project that involves five researches will end up with a seminar 
on modern biotechnology and public presentation of the findings. 
 
An assumption is that the GMO presence will be widely detected in the country due to its 
presence in the region and uncontrolled trade with seed and seedlings after BiH separated 
from former Yugoslavia in 1992 and was unable to control its borders.  Furthermore, absence 
of regulations regarding import, approval, and growing of GMOs still exists. 
 

 
Contact details: 
Institute for Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology 
Kasim Bajrovic,  Director 
Kemalbegova 10 
71000 Sarajevo 
Bosnia and Herzegovina 
Tel/fax: (387 33) 220 926, 442 891 
kasim@ingeb.ba 
http://www.ingeb.ba 
 

 

 

 


